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and moſt Dutiful 
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MATT. XVII 8. 
--- And the Gates of Hell ſball not 
prevail againſt tt. 


>>» HESE Words were ſpoken 
by our Bleſſed Lord, upon an 
& Extraordinary Occaſion, and 
with a Solemnity ſuitable to 
the Importance of it. It was 
now about a Year or more af- 
ter the Election of the Apo- 

8 ſtles, that he thought it con- 
nent to make a particular Trial of their Faith 
d Underſtanding, and alſo to give them a fur- 
ter Light into the Nature and Deſign of his 
union. He therefore begins with this Que- 
on, (a) Whom do men ſay that I the Son of Man 
And they ſaid, ſome ſay that thou art Fohn the 
aptiſt, ſome Elias, others Jeremias or one of the 


th. 


— 
— — 


a) v. 13. c 
: f Pro- 


FUE 
Prophets. He ſaith unto them, but whom ſay ye 1 
1 am? Ye, who have been my conſtant Atte 
dants, who have been Witneſſes of the Miracle 
which I have wrought, and in my Name ha 
wrought Miracles Yourſelves, Whom ſay Ye . 
Tam? And Simon Peter (who generally ſpake | 
the Name of the reſt of the Apoſtles) anſwer, 
and ſaid, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the Livi 
God. And Feſus anſwer d and ſaid unto him, Bl: 
ed art thou Simon Barjona; for Fleſh and Blu 
hath not reveal d it unto thee, but my Father why 
75 in Heaven. dt 1 ſay alſo unto thee, "Thou 4 
Peter, and upon this Reck will I build my Chur 
(that City of God) and the Gates of Hell ſhall ui 
prevail againſt it. As thy Name is Cephas or ?M 
ter which ſignifies a Rock; ſo ſhall this (a) fir 
and ſteady Confeſſion of my Meſſiahſhip and Dif 
vinity be the Rock or Foundation of the Chr 
ſtian Church: in the Belief and Profeſſion ( 
this Fundamental Truth ſhall ſubſiſt a Society 
the End of the World, which neither the Rag 


Be; 
fits 
he 7 


and Violence, nor the Craft and Subtilty, of tl La 
Devil or Man ſhall ever be able to prevail again, the 


This is the Senſe which is given to this Paſlag 


. yt 
by the moſt (b) ancient Interpreters; and whi bas 
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erefore I think we may ſafely adhere to, not- 
ithſtanding the Exceptions of the Learned 
| Grotzus, whoſe different Expoſition of the 
ſext, as he ſeems not to have been perfectly 
tisfied with it himſelf, there is the leſs Neceſſi- 
to examine and refute. | 

In the words then thus explain'd are implied 
eſe two Propoſitions. 


Firſt, That the Church muſt in all Ages ex- 
ect to be exerciſed with Trials and Oppoſition 
om the Gates of Hell, or Powers of Darkneſs. 

S:condly, That how ſevere ſoever theſe Trials 


icets with, the Enemies of it ſhall never be 
ble to effect its Deſtruction. The Gates of Hell 
hall not prevail againſt it. 


Before we proceed to conſider the various Op- 
oſitions, in all Ages given to the Church, with 
ie Natural Cauſes,” and Providential Ends of 
em, it may be proper to premiſe, that, by 
e Church, I mean the Viſible Church of Chriſt, 
the Senſe of our own Articles; which, agree- 
ly to our Saviour's Promiſe, commenc'd upon 


) He will have &dJys here to ſignifie (as it undoubtedly does 
other Places of Holy Scripture) the State or Abode of Depart- 
Spirits; and conſequently by wv vs &Is to be meant no 
ore than xeggr@» Jardre, the Power of Death, under which the 
athful ſhall not be holden, in as much as they ſhall riſe again at 
» Wtlaſt Day. Which Senſe of the Words, ( belides that by it the 


aj atiful Alluſion to 5 Cities is utterly loſt,) is 
ci ilenthy low and Jejune in Compariſon of the other, and alto- 
tler unequal to the Importance of the Occaſion of them. After 


he concludes in this diffident Manner — Niſi forte de Eccleſia 
tur univerſim, non partitim, & ejus Perpetua Duratio promittitur 
. Grot. in loc. 42 the 
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ay be, or how great ſoever the Oppoſition it 
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„ 
the Preaching of St. Peter, immediately afte 
the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt; and whic 
by a daily increaſe, and uninterrupted Succeſſio 
of Believers, hath continued to this day: an 
that, by the Powers of Darkneſs J beg leave tc 
underſtand in general, whatever Apents are em 
ploy'd, and whatever Methods are made uſe 9 
to advance the Kingdom of Darkneſs, i. e. to ex 
tirpate the Belief of the Goſpel, and to ſet uy 
inſtead thereof, Infidelity and Irreligion. $ 
that there will be no Occaſion; in the Proſe 
cution of this Diſcourſe, to diſtinguiſh betwee 
that Oppoſition which 1s properly the Work of 
Satan, and that which is effected by his Inſtru 
ments; for as much as they both promote the 
ſame Cauſe, and are engagd in the ſame De 
ſign: the Methods of effecting which may be 
reduced to theſe that follow; 


Firſt, Perſecution ; 55 

Seconaly, Hereſies and Schiſins; 

Thirdly, Corruption of Principles and Man 
* ns... 


The Firſt of theſe, Perſecution in the ſtrid 
eſt Senſe of it, ſeems to have been the peculia 
Portion of the firſt Ages of the Church, whicif 
we find Struggling with the Secular Power, fot 
near three Centuries together. And ſo terribl: 
were its Conflicts of this kind, that when we 
look back upon thoſe Scenes of Blood, we a 
at a loſs which to admire as greater, the Cruelt 
and Inhumanity of the Perſecutors, or the Faith, 


and Patience, and Conſtancy of the —_ 
Ihe) 


[5s] 


afeW7 were indeed prepar d to expect this bar- 
hie us Treatment, by the Prediction of their 
oed Maſter, who had expreſsly told them, 


a) in the World they ſhould have Tribulation, 
that what he had ſuffered himſelf was an 


* eſt of what they might expect to ſuffer. 
e ' Diſciple (faith he) 25 not above the Lord, if 
) ey 1ave perſecuted me, they will alſo perſecute You. 


was it otherwiſe to be expected from the 
ie of Things. The Apoſtles themſelves 
look d upon as the moſt deſpicable Part of 
ſpiſed Nation: they were the Diſciples of 
ron, who, in his own Country, and at the 


ru ation of his own Country Men, had ſuf- 
td an ignominious Death as a Malefactor and 
D:Meoſtor. They preach d (c) Chriſt Crucrfied, to 


ws a Stumbling Block, and to the Greeks Foolth- 
They were to encounter the Prejudices of 
Pgan World, and ſet up a New Rligion, 
ly oppoſite to the Cuſtoms and Faſhions 
and to the moſt prevailing Corruptions 
uman Nature. Thoſe who firſt embraced 
ere generally of the meaneſt and moſt igno- 


ric Hof the People. The Freedom they took in 
uliaq ing the Worſhip of the Heathen Gods 
kick them look d upon as Atherſts and Impious: 


refuſing to pay the uſual Honours to the 
es and Statues of the Heathen Emperors, 
conſtrued to be an Act of Sedition and 
lion againſt the State; and with regard 
kir Perſonal Conduct, they were confider'd 


yrs.) John 16. 33. (5) John 15. 20. (e) 1 Cor. 1.23. 
hey | 4 as 


L 6 
as an Obſtinate Faction, and calumniated as of 
ty, in their private Meetings, of all Mann He. 
Cruelty and Impurity. Add to this, that 
Number of Hereticks, with which during 
Period, the Church was moſt remarkably in 
ed, (many of whom held the moſt ridic 
Abſurdities, and practiſed and allow d off 
moſt deteſtable Vices, and who yet went uf 
the General Appellation of Chriſtians, ) . 
tributed to the more eaſy Belief of theſe 
lumnies, amongſt ſuch as would not be atyche 
Pains to examine Things to the bottom, I the 
diſtinguiſh between the true and falſe Preiſin th 
ers to that venerable Name. Upon theſ: by 
many other Accounts, we are not to wonf]ſprej 
that the t Promulgers of the Goſpel {om 
meet with ſo very ill Reception; beſides dd t 
it was agreeable to the Wiſdom of God o 
give hereby a Confirmation of the Truth of St 
Religion, which ſo mightily grew and prei ma 
notwithſtanding this Oppoſition ; and wot 1 
deſtitute of all Human Support, ſpread i, £ 
in a wonderful Manner, to the utmoſt Par, St 
the Earth, even in the midſt of all that Co 
and Violence, which was exerted for theſce tl 
ſtruction of it. os t an 

II. Another Method of Oppoſition, 1 Sec 
nſe of by the Great Enemy of Mankind tf fo 
ſtrat the Church, is Hereſies and Sch Cor 
(a) Tis the Obſervation of St. Cyprian, that 


— werit 
lat ir 


(s.) Quid vero aſtutius, quidve ſubtilius, quam ut Ch gen 


ventu detectus ac proſtratus inimicus — videns ille idola dg 


& per nimium Credentium populum, ſedes ſuas ac templa ccl. Ex 


IF 8 

& firſt owing to the Fraud and Subtility of 
evil; who, when he ſaw his Temples for- 
n, and his Worſhip neglected, and that he 
| not overthrow the Church by open Force, 
recourſe to this Stratagem, to diſturb the 


ice he has ſerv'd himſelf in all Ages of the 
ch and in ſome of them but too ſucceſſ- 
; nothing having contributed more to the 
cle of many once famous and flouriſhing 
> arches, than their fatal Diviſions. And yet 
2m, ¶ theſe Evils are no more than may be look d 
Pretin the Ordinary Courſe of Things; no more 


prepared to look for, and which by the 
lom and Providence of God, are finally de- 
d to, and made to ſerve together for the 
{ of his Elect. (a) There muſt be Hereſies 
hoff St. Paul) that they who are approv d may be 
manifeſt, So long as the Church is a So- 
of Men, and ſo long as Avarice and Am- 
n, Aﬀectation of Novelty and Singularity, 
„ Self Love and Curiofity, have any Share 
: Compoſition of Human Nature, (eſpecial- 
ce there are Enemies from without, ever vi- 
t and induſtrious to cultivate and improve 
Seeds of Diſſention that are within us; 
o foment the Diviſions which are the Na- 
Conſequences of theſe Corrupt Paſhons,) 


W fidem, veritatem corrumperet, ſcinderet unitatem. Cyp. de 
ccd. Edit. Oxon. p. 105. (a) 1 Cor. 11.19. 


e and break the Union of it. And of this 
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by frequent Predictions in Scripture we 


werit novam fraudem, ut ſub ipſo Chriſtiani nominis ti- 
lat incautos. Hereſes invenit, & ſchiſmata, quibus ſub - 


tis 


XJ 
tis impoſſible but that Offences will come; 
Seducers ſhall ariſe, deceiving and being dec 

But Wo only unto them by whom they do: 
and to thoſe who follow their pernicious 
Even out of this Darkneſs there ariſeth 
unto ſuch as are true Hearted, The 2 

hereby made manifeſt. (a) Theſe Trials, as 
give to thofe who go through them with $; 
and Honour, the comfortable Evidences of 
own Integrity; ſo do they, by Diſcovering 
falſe and unſtable Profeſſors of the Truth, 
able the Church to ſeparate its Friends tro 

Enemies, and thereby in the moſt Effe( 

Manner to provide for its Security, 
III. Another Method, by which the Ene 

of the Church endeavour to ſubvert it, 1; 
Corrupting Men's Principles and Debauc 
their Manners. And theſe have a natural 

neceſſary Connection between each other. 
as nothing has a more direct Tendency, to 

Men live Licentious and Diſſolute Lives, 

to weaken or efface Religious Impreſſion 
give them looſe Notions of the Being and 
tributes of God, the Neceſſity and Evideno 

a Divine Revelation, the Eternal Difter 

between Good and Evil, the Immortality oi 

Soul, a Future Judgment, and the like; 1 
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(a) Fieri vero hæc (Hereſes) Dominus permittit & patitut 
nente propriæ libertatis arbitrio, ut dum Corda & mente 
pyeritatis diſcrimen examinat, probatorum fides integra ma 

luce clareſcat — Sic probantur fideles, ſic perfidi detegunti 

& ante judicii diem hic quoque jam juſtorum atque 1yji 
animæ dividuntur & à frumento paleæ ſeparantur. Cyp. de 
Ed, Ox. p. III. 


Re 
vice 


ES 
te other Hand, nothing ſooner brings them to 
l theſe Things into Queſtion, or more in- 
{poſes and unqualifies them for a right Appre- 
enfion, and due Examination of them, than 
nſuality and Looſeneſs of Living. It may be 
rd to ſay which has the greater Influence, In- 


as Wiclity to the making Men Immoral, or Im- 
1 dWorality to make them Infidels. However, this 
oft ſadly evident, that a Spirit of Both reigns 
1n2Wrongſt us at this Time. For never ſurely was 
th, MWiriſtianity more ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, or more 
frofumefully inſulted, ſince its firſt Eſtabliſhment. 


o kind of Evidence which ſupports it has been 
t unattack d. The Prophecies have been re- 
eſented as Precarious, unintelligible, not per- 
tent to the Events, to the Completion where- 
they have been applied - the Miracles have 


t. is into meer Nothing; and, under the Pre- 
ice of Advancing a Myſtical Meaning of them, 
Facts themſelves, upon the Reality of which 
e Truth of Chriſtianity manifeſtly depends, 
ie been denied and ridiculed — The internal 
dence has been endeayour'd to be {et aſide, by 
Wrting and publickly Maintaining, that Rea- 
wit ſelf is a Sufficient Guide in Matters of 
ligion, and that a Revelation from God is 
ther neceſſary or expedient for Mankind, nor 
nliſtent with the Immutability of the Divine 
ra nure — And all this, with ſuch a Degree of 
guntWrmth and Earneſtneſs, as if the Adverſaries of 
Religion really thought they were doing 
ſice to Mankind, in diſturbing and unſetling 
| B them 
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en reſolv d into meer Figure and Allegory, 


ou 


[ To ] 

them in their moſt important Hopes, and q 
priving them of a Belief, upon which the Co 
fort and Happineſs of their Life depends, a 
wherein the Peace and Order of Soclety is 
nearly concern d: and at the ſame Time, af 
ſuch 2 Daring and petulant Manner, as if th 
had forgotten that it was the Religion of thijoic 
Country, or thought, that Blaſphemies and] 
veCtives againſt the Divine Author of it, wc 
the only Abuſes that a Chriſtian Magiſtrate wif 
not concern d to Vindicate. | 
Now what can be the Reaſon, why, in ti 
Enlighten d Age, in a Country where the (i 
ſpel thines forth in its utmoſt Purity, and f 
from thoſe Corruptions and Superſtitions, whi 
ſo much diſguiſe and diſhonour it in other pi 
ces, where one would think it might rece! 
ſome Advantage even from the Influences 
Education, and the Eftabliſhment of it by t 
Civil Power, it ſhould yet be treated with {uf 
Contempt and Hatred? That, Glorious as it 
in itſelf, and Full and Clear in its Eviden 
there ſhould be found thoſe amongſt us, wi 
will not, or (to ſpeak of them in the moſt ch; 
table manner) perhaps Cannot diſcern the Tr 
of it? What Account, I ſay, can be given 
this Fatal Blindneſs, but that their Wills a 
Aﬀe@tions are totally perverted, and themſel 
in a State of Perdition? (a) F our Goſpel be 
(faith the Apoſtle) it ir hid to them that art" 
whoſe Hearts the God of this World hath blind 


(a) 2 Cor. 4.3. 


ST, © 
the Light of the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, which 
the Image of God, ſhould ſhine upon them. 

And if a bare Dzsbehef of the Goſpel be an Ar- 
ment, that, whatever Profeſſions Men may 
ke of their Sincerity and Love of Virtue, 
ey are ſecretly under the Influence and Do- 
nion of their Luſts and Paſſions, much more 
s a Teal and Forwaraneſs to oppoſe it: becauſe 
ery Sincerely Good Man, muſt, upon his own 
Inciples, be a Well. wiſher at leaft to that Re- 
ion, which ſo viſibly tends to the Improve- 
nt and Perfection of Human Nature, and to 
Happineſs of Mankind both here and here- 
er. For we may appeal to the Great Advo- 
es of Natural Religion in Oppoſition to Re- 
ation, if they are really the Friends to Moral 
tue they would be thought, whether they 
meet with ſo fair a Tranſcript of it in any 
er Book as in the Book of God? Is the 
tice of it any where enjoyn d and inforced 
on higher Motives, or for nobler Ends, or 
greater Degrees of Perfection, than in the 
pel of Chriſt? If not, why do they treat it 
1 Deſpite and Obloquy? Why do they maxe 
heir Buſineſs to catch at every Handle of Ca- 
and Exception, to bring into Diſcredit an 
litution, which, in the whole Aim and De- 
| of it, is moſt excellently adapted to pro- 
te that Piety, and Sobriety, that Univerſal 
hteouſneſs, and Benevolence, which them- 
! Profeſs to Admire and Recommend? Can 
in earneſt believe, that theſe Virtues would 
more generally practiſed, if the . 

” B 2 n- 


aq” 


. Iz | 
Inforcements, which the Goſpel gives to theÞ" t 
own Reaſonableneſs and Excellency, were | 
aſide? or, that the Nature of them would Her 
more generally underſtood, if every one „len 
left ſolely to the Dictates of his own JudgemeWat ? 
and Underſtanding concerning them, than no 
when there is an Order of Men whoſe Office 
is, and who by their Education and Engag A 
ments are both qualified and oblig d, to expl; 
and inculcate them? No certainly; this fierce a Co 
reſtleſs Oppoſition againſt an Inſtitution ſo g 
ciouſly adapted to the Neceſſities and Infirmi 
of Mankind, that lays down the moſt perfect Pon, 
cepts, and inforces them with the moſt powerffftiſio 
Sanctions, can be reſoly'd into nothing el Chr 
but the Eſſential Difference between its pure arſof 11 
Spiritual Nature, and the Deprayd Appetit 
of Fleſh and Blood --- Unleſs we may ſuppolfſo"s * 
what the Spirit and Temper of ſome Men woulſſſie L 
incline us to believe, that the Temporal Adv Yet 
tages annex d to the Prieſthood have ſome Sha vi 
in the Cauſes of this notorious Diſaffection, 1 
that the Goſpel itſelf fares the worſe, for t ilate 
fake of that Diſtinction, with which the Min G1 
ſters of it, in a Chriſtian Government, are, a left 
ought to be, treated. Be that as it will, t 
EF is ſtill the ſame. We may ſay with St. Poſplov 
(a) as he that was born after the Fleſh, per ſecufid anc 
him that was born after the Spirit, even ſo it is u . 
From which Words I cannot but obſerve, hagties 
juſtly we may retort the Charge of Perſecutift Ar 


() Gal. 4. 29. 5 
upC 
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[T3 ] 
then the Infidels of the Age, who are apt ſo 
re Widly to complain of even the Gentleſt Ani- 
11d verſions of the Civil Magiſtrate upon their 
e wilolent Treatment of Chriſt and his Goſpel. 
meat it was which the Apoſtle here calls Perſe- 
noon we may learn Gen. 21. 9. And Sarah ſaw 
een of Hagar the Egyptian, which ſhe had born 
19ap Abraham, Mocking : By which the (a) je- 
pla Writers upon the Place underſtand a Rude 
e Al Contumelious Behaviour of /ſmael towards 
ge upon the Account of his Piety. If Mock- 
mitil be, in the e of the Apoſt le, a Perſe- 
T Prion, what ſhall we ſay to that Reproach and 
verffifion, thoſe Scoffs and Inſults, with which 
SF Chriſtian Cauſe, and the Venerable Defend- 
of it, have of late been ſo plentifully treat- 
Our Adverſaries cannot but know, indu- 
"us as they are to gain Proſelytes, and great 
he Licentiouſneſs of the Times is, that there 
yet great Numbers, and thoſe of the beſt 
wiſeſt Sort, who are firmly perſwaded that 
Chriſtian Religion is from God, and who 
late their Lives and Practice by it. And is 
0 Grievance, no Outrage done to Such, that 
bleſſed Feſus and his Mighty Works are become 
Object of Publick Ridicule? May we not 
low d to be Jealous for the Honour of our 
and Saviour? and can we, if we are ſo, be- 
h without the moſt ſenſible Concern, the In- 
nities which are daily offer d him? De not 
ſe Arrows, the bitter Words which the wick- 


— 


(a) Vid. Grot. in loc. 
ed 


ings of Men, and betraying them into Infidel 


from the Text, viz. that the Enemies of it, li 


[ T4 | 
ed ſhoot againſt Him, ftick faſt in the Hearth 
_evry True Believer? Have we no Intereſt in Mans 
Religion which we profeſs, and upon which Hod 
think our whole Happineſs depends? And 
we, if we have, behold, without the moſt 
flicting Sorrow, the Advances which are de 
made to ſubvert and deftroy it? This certair 
is one Sort of Perſecution; and in ſome reſpt 
more formidable than that of Fire and Swo 
as it more imminently threatens the Subverſ 
of Chriſtianity, by corrupting the Underſta 


under the Specious Names of Liberty and Rf 
ſon. So truly do theſe Seducers anſwer 
Character given of them by the Apoſtle, t 
they ſhould be (a) Preſumptuous, ſelf-willed, 
afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignaties, ſpeaking pri 
ſwelling words of Vanity, promiſing men Liber 
whilſt themſelves are the Servants of Corruption. 
Having thus conſidered the Trials and Opy 
ſition which the Church of Chriſt hath hitheq; 
been, and ſhall continue to be, exerciſed wit 
let us proceed to the ſecond Thing obſervat 


never be able to effect its Deſtruction ; it ſi 
{till prevail againſt, and finally be Triumph: 
over them. 2 „ 

It has already been in ſome Meaſure obſerv i 
to the Honour of God's Wiſdom and Pro.” . 
dence, how eaſily he overrules the Counſel: i: 
his Enemies, and (6) makes thoſe very Devi...” 


— lo dif 
(a) 2 Pet. 2. 10. (b) Hæreticorum quippe inquietudine ut fit. Pa 


pturas vigilantius perſcrutemur, unde ne ovili Chriſti nocean!, 
py 


_ 


eartMWich intend the Deſtruction of the Church, a 


ans to Strengthen and Eſtabliſh it. Thus the 
od of the Martyrs was, as it has often been 
ly ftiled, the Seed of the Church. So far 
je the Numbers of the Faithful from being 
iniſhed, by the Havock that was made of 
n, that they increaſed in Proportion to the 
erities that were laid upon them, and like 
ſraelites in Egypt, the more they were afflicted, 


In 
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nd 0 
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veriWnmore they multiplied, Thus alſo, to thoſe Va- 
r (tans Oppoſitions which have been given to the 
adelWith, in the ſeveral Ages of the Church, it is 
d Ring, that the (a) Doctrines of it have been 
er ¶ e attentively conſider d, more clearly under- 
>, td, more ſtrongly ſupported, more earneſtly 
ed, Nich d, and by theſe means, in the Event, 
pride fully eſtabliſh'd than they were before. 
bend raiſes up, according to the Exigencies of 
n. church, able Champions of the Truth, and 
OpaſWires them with Zeal, and Wiſdom, and 
itheſſhrage, to maintain it. Of which, bleſſed be 
wit Name, he hath not in this Age left himſelf 
rvaWout Witneſs, for as Chriſtianity was never 
t, e vigorouſly oppoſed, fo never was it more 
it i defended. Thoſe bold and open Attacks 


— 


1pha 


occur, tanquam de ſomno ignaviæ noſtra excitatur indu- 
ita per multiplicem gratiam Salvatoris, etiam quod inimi- 
n perniciem machinatur, Deus convertit in adjutorium. Aug. 
7. Confeſſ. cap. 19. (a) Multa quippe ad fidem Catholicam 
nentia dum Hæreticorum callida inquietudine agitantur, ut 
llus eos defendi poſſint, & conſiderantur diligentius, & intel- 
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0 diſcendi exiſtit occaſio. Aug. de Civitate Dei. Lib. 16. cap. 


e ut fit. Par, p. 973. Tom. 5. 
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which have been made upon it by Infidel; 
Apoſtates, having Providentially had this 
py Conſequence, that they have produced { 
of the nobleſt and moſt excellent Apology 
that have appeard in any Age or Country, 
behalf of it: Such ſolid and ſubſtantial Ar 
ments of its divine Authority, ſuch full and 
tisfactory Anſwers to every Cavil and 0 
ction that has been raiſed againſt it, as, in 
Judgment of all conſidering Men, muſt end in 
Confuſion at leaſt, if not in the Conviction, o 
Oppoſers; and will be ſtanding Evidences 
the Power and Preyalence of Trath, w 
ſhines the brighter, for being tried, and In, 
more it is ſhaken, the more firmly it is roo an- 

And what God hath already done for ev. 
Church, there is rational Ground to hope e 0. 
will ſtill continue to do for it. As his Pon fi 
and Goodneſs are always the Same, tis a Strich 
Preſumption of his Future Protection, that he 
hath hitherto ſo eminently preſerv d it, am-, 
all the Storms to which it has been expo an 
But we are not left to reſt upon Preſumpf £2? 
Arguments. — We have a more ſure word of | It, 
phecy, even his Gracious Promiſe, and EteiAd: 
Truth engag d for the Performance of it. Effe 
this Rock will I build my Church and the Gat: up 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. And this a WPlic 
miſe not once only, or incidentally made, buiillitte 
peated upon the moſt ſolemn Occaſions. N 
tis worthy of Obſervation, that as the Pro C 
of Perpetuity in the Text, was made by C 
to his Apoſtles, upon their Firſt General W (*) ! 


Ca 
nanimous Recognition of his Perſon and Of- 
„ ſo was it again confirm d to them upon his 
ning them their Final Commiſſion: when, hay- 
;commanded them to (a) Go and teach all Na- 
uw, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, he concludes with 
s Comfortable Aſſurance of his Continual 
W:lence, Lo 1 am with you alway, even unto the 
d of the World. To the ſame Effect he had 
ore promiſed them the Perpetual Guidance 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit in his Stead, 
Men to ſupport them under the Melancholy 
oughts of his Departure from them, he tells 
m, (b) I will pray the Father, and he ſhall give 
gui ie Comforter, that he may abiae with you 
ever. And what greater Certainty can we 
e of the Indefectibility of Chriſt's Church, 
n from theſe Repeated Declarations of it 
Ich Chriſt himſelf hath given us? That He, 
whom all Power is given in Heaven and in 
th hath ſolemnly undertaken its Preſerya- 
| 5 Defence? that He, who loved the Church 
gave himſelf” for it, is continually Preſent 
h it, to aſſiſt and ſuccour it in all Dangers 
Adverſities? Vain then and inſignificant are 
Efforts of ſinful Men, to overthrow what is 

upheld by an Almighty Arm! What a 
(plication is there of Folly and Madneſs in 
attempt? the painful Folly of k:cking againſt 
Picks, and the impious Madneſs of Fighting 
Pro 14 Ged! For (c) if this Counſel or this Work 
y C 
eral 


(a) Matt. 28. 19. (b) John 14.16. (e) Adts 5. 38. 
| C had 


when Earth and Hell conſpired to cruſh it in 


and ſhewd, that nothing leſs than the Hand 
God was in it. Accordingly the Triumph: 


them in; how thou haſt deſtroy d the Nations i 


thro their own Sword, neither was it their own 4 


that helped them; but thy right hand, and thine 4 


a Favour unto them, 


3 1 
had been of Men, it would, as Gamaliel wiſely i 
gued, long ſince have come to nought; it muſt j 
evitably have ſunk under thoſe Preſſures af 
Diſcouragements which lay ſo heavy upon 


Beginning. To what then was owing the M: 
vellous Propagation and Eſtabliſhment of it,! 
to that Supernatural Aſfiſtance, which, in Vir 
of Chriſt's Promiſe, viſibly went along with 


Chriſtianity over the Pagan Idolatry and Sup 
ſtition, and the Immediate Efficacy of God's Po 
er, and Wiſdom, and Love to his Church 
the Accompliſhment of that Great Event, may. 
aptly repreſented in thoſe Words of the Pſalnif 
wherein he celebrates the Conqueſt of the L: 
of Canaan by the Iſraelites. (a) We have heard n 
our Ears, O God, our Fathers have told us, w 
thou haſt done in their time of old ; how thou 
driven out the Heathen with thy hand, and pla 


caſt them out. For they gat not the land in poſſe] 


and the Light of thy Countenance, becauſe thou b 


For what Reaſons God thought fit to ſuf 
ſudden Stop to be put to the Victorious Prog 
of the Goſpel, and the Knowledge of it to 
extinguiſhed in ſome Places where it had vi 


S —— 


(a) Pal. 44. f. 


c 
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{zbliſh'd, muſt be left to the ſecret Counſels 
{ his Providence, which it becomes us not too 
ciouſly to enquire into, or preſumptuouſly to 
termine. But fince there are numerous Paſ- 
pes in the Prophets, containing Promiſes to 
ge Church, of much greater Peace, and Per- 
tion, and Enlargement, than it hath hitherto 


5 oy d, we have all the Reaſon in the World 
* reſt aſſured, that theſe Promiſes will, in God's 
ane Time, be made Good, and that the Exi- 


ence of the Church, even in the loweſt and 
Woſt declining State of it, is a Pledge of the 
erkormance of them. For this is that everlaſt- 


* y Kingdom, ſpoken of by the Prophet (a) Da- 
may x, which the God of Heaven hath ſet up, and 


ch ſhall never be deſtroy d. This is that City 
the Lord of Hoſts, the City of our God, which 
« hath hitherto eſtabliſh'd, yea and will eſtabliſh 
for ever. This is that Church, which is built 

pon the Rock of Ages, and whoſe Duration ſhall 
2 Commenſurate to the Eternity of its Foun- 
r. — That Church, which, during its Conti- 
lance here on Earth, may, as (6) St. Chryſoſtom 
wantly ſpeaks, be attack d, but not defeated ; 
rd, but not ſhipwreck d; ſtruck at, but not wound- 
„ aſſaulted, but not overthrown. © 

But here we muſt be careful to remember, 
Wat theſe Promiſes of Perpetuity and Prote- 
lon are to be underſtood only of the Catho- 


— 


E a 


„) Dan. 7. 27. 2. 44. 0 Keipgblorry 1» CotxAngia, d & - 
ney xAvSnicerty, ar & joey Coop © Nxarey finn, an & 
Te r {I220HHTEH, CN 6 wiggss & o X pu. 
np. p12. &s The mms Edit. Sav. Tom. 5. p. 979. 
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Fe 
lick Church in general, and not of this or t 
particular Branch of it. Particular Church 
both may, and have utterly faild. Witne 
thoſe once flouriſhing Churches in Ala and 


Frica, ſo gloriouſly heretofore enlighten'd wifi ! 
the Saving Truths of the Goſpel, which 2½%e is 
now become the Seat of Ignorance, Barbariſſ us 
and Mahometaniſm. Terrible Monuments R. 
God's Vengeance upon thoſe who walk unwoſſ]nge! 
thy of his Goſpel! and ſufficient Warnings oſferci 
would think to others, to deteſt thoſe Vi of 
which brought down this Heavy Judgment ug Pr 
on them, and provoked Him to remove his (ae b 
aleſtick out of its place. For when, by UnfruiWon. 
fulneſs under the Means of Grace, and a CoWiſt 
tempt of God's Holy Word and Ordinances, Nuen 
People are become ripe for the Sentence of Ei a. 
ciſion, no wonder that the Kingdom of God ver 
taten from them, and given to a Nation bringiWlo 
forth the Fruits thereof. Let thoſe, who are ſou m 
duſtrious to propagate Infidelity, conſider thiitia 
and withal, what Reaſon their Poſterity vii ob 
have zo Curſe their ſaying, ſhould God, in his I iter 
ſtice, puniſh their wicked Blaſphemies in thiſhte S 
manner they deſerve, and take away that Lig tog 
which they wilfully ſhut their Eyes againiaſo: 
Tho God hath promiſed that he will never bi has 
without a Church upon Earth, he has no whenWavi 
promiſed, nor have we reaſon to expect, ther 
we of this Kingdom and Nation ſhall be alwaſ m. 
Members of it. (a) As we, which in time paſt wiery 


* * 


— 


(a) 1 pet. 2. 10. 
ll 
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a people, are now the People of God; ſo a Time 


urch come, when we ſhall be no longer a Peo- 
Vitnd but (a) he ſhall be found of them that now ſeek 
nd Not, and be made manifeſt to them that ask not 
vi im. As therefore, on the one Hand, 


e is Incouragement to Hope, and to invigo- 
eus in the common Cauſe and Defence of 
Religion; ſo, on the other Hand, here is 
ger enough to put us upon our Guard, and 
excite our Diligence in the Uſe and Applica- 
of all thoſe Means which may conduce to 
Preſervation of it. Some of theſe I beg 
e briefly to take notice of, by Way of Appli- 
on. And 

rſt in general, the Strong Oppoſition, which 
ven at this Time to the Goſpel, ſhould excite 
d adorn the Profeſſion of it with an Holy 
verſation, that the Enemy may have no 
ion to Blaſpheme, but that, if poſſible, 
may be reconciled to better Thoughts of 
ſtianity, from the Influence which they 
7 wil obſerve it to have upon our Lives. The 
is [\Witters of the Goſpel have not been wanting 
he Spirit of Meekneſs, as becometh their Of- 
to give an Anſwer to theſe Gainſayers, and 
aſon of the Faith and Hope that is in them: 
has the Magiſtrate denied the Aſſiſtance of 
Civil Power, to correct the Infolence of the 
ner and Blaſphemer : But there is ſtill ſome- 
more requir d, ſomething incumbent up- 
ery one of us, to vindicate the Honour of 


(a) Rom. 10. 20. 


Tas}! 
our Holy Religion, in which the Laity MU 
equally concern d with the Clergy, the Peoiie T 
with the Magiſtrate. Were the Lives of lei 
ſtians but agreeable to the Precepts of ChrifWq: 
nity, with what Face could Men object agaifiſÞds 
an Inſtitution, the Viſible Fruits of which wa 
then be, (as, in the whole Aim and Defign of 
it is evidently calculated for,) the Advancen 
of true Religion, and the Happineſs of S0 
and Private Life? when, convinced by the! 
emplary Piety and Purity of our Behaviour, t 
ſhould be fore d to acknowledge that 20 
Chriſtian is a truly Great and Glorious Cha 
cter; and that a Faithſul and Humble Follo 
of the Holy Jeſus takes an eaſier and more e 
tain Way to the Perfection of Virtue, that 
to be met with in all that ever was written 
the moſt Celebrated Philoſophers. But wi 
ever Effect a true Chriſtian Deportment 
have upon others, we ſhall certainly reap inf 
Adyantage from it ourſelves, upon this, as 
as many other Accounts, that we ſhall hereb 
preſerv'd from one of the greateft Temptati 
to Infidelity, I mean, Evil Habits: for I bell 
It may be laid down as an undoubted Tr 
that no Man, having once embraced the Ui 
ſtian Religion, ever went about to perſuade 
ſelf, or others, that it was not true, till he 
made Shipwreck of a Good Conſcience, and 
Reaſon to wih it was not true. 
Secondly and more particularly, from the 
poſition given to the Goſpel, I would take 

caſion to recommend a Spirit of Brotherly L. 
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ity W Unity ; Duties at all Times amiable, but in 
peo Times of Danger abſolutely neceſſary. A 
f CiWken and divided Enemy becomes an eaſy 
hrifWqueft. Let us not therefore by our Diſ- 


ds and Diſſenſions furniſh our Adverſaries 
h Advantages againſt us. Let us not, whilſt 
are attacking each other with intemperate 
, in Diſputes of little Concernment, open 
Nay for the Common Enemy to deſtroy the ve- 
virals and Eſſence of our Religion. The Fa- 
Conſequence of Diviſions amongſt Chri- 
ns is too well known to need to be enlarg d 
Won: the Reaſon of it may perhaps deſerve 
be more duly conſider d, and it ſeems to be 
; That, as every Society 1s weaken d by a 
union of its Members, much more ſo muſt 
Society of Chriſtians, becauſe every Viola- 
n of Charity amongft Such, is a Violation of 
t which is the Bond of Chriſtian Perfettneſs. 
Thirdly, the Oppoſition given to the Goſpel 

ald more eſpecially excite us, my Brethren, 
om God hath call'd to be the Miniſters of it, 
MF: diligent Attendance upon the Duties of our 
xAive Stations. — With regard to our ſelves ; 


agal 
| Wot 


Tritt by a Holy Life, a Prudent and unblameable 
e M duct, we may be Examples to the Beltevers, 
de H Patterns of Good Works ; and by giving Atten- 
he Ne to Reading, to Exhortation, to Doctrine, we 


add to our Faith Knowledge, and be found 
e, by the Spirit of Wiſdom, to defeat the 
fty Wilineſs of thoſe who lie in wait to deceive. 
With regard to our Flocks ; that we be aſſiduous 
Varning them of the Danger, 1 

Ss them 


2, = 
them from the Attacks of Unbelievers; that 
endeavour to make them ſenſible what a 3½ 
_ Chriſtianity is, and ſollicitous to tranſmit it 
ſach to their Poſterity; that they may not lol 
upon it as an Arbitrary or unneceſſary Iny 
fition, but as (what in Truth it is) the W:ſas 
God unto Salvation, Ts | 

If it became me to ſuggeſt any particular 
thod of doing this with Succeſs, it ſhould 
to make the Goſpel Oeconomy, the Great We 
of our Redemption and the Benefits we recei 
thereby, the Neceſſity of a Mediator, the \ 
rits and Interceſſion of Chriſt, with other pre 
ly Chriſtian Topicks, the frequent Subjects 
our Popular Diſcourſes. He, who looks ur 
the Goſpel, only as the Declaration of Gc 
Will to Mankind in point of Moral Duty, is 
from viewing it in its utmoſt Excellency : 
Perfection. It is undoubtedly, even in that! 
gle View, the moſt exalted Syſtem of Virtue a 

Goodneſs that ever appear d in the World; 
to him, who conſiders it further, as convey! 
to him the Knowledge of the great Myſteries 
Gods Diſpenſations towards Mankind, in 
Redemption of them by his Son, and Sand 
cation by his Holy Spirit, as containing 
Promiſes of Adoption and Eternal Lite, i 
preſcribing the Means of Grace and Terms 
Reconcilation; to him, I ſay, who views it 
this Light, and makes it the Subject of his! 
ditation, with that Seriouſneſs, Humility a 
Attention which becomes him, how Wonder 
does it appear in its Diſcoyeries! how Subl 


E 


that { Important in its Matter! how Glorious in 
L B:fRewards ! how Comfortable in its Promiſes! 
nit ily Gracious in its Offers! how Powerful in its 
ot lofluence ! - 

' ImMourthly and Laſtly, as the Aſſurance which 
zſdonijnſt hath given us that his Church ſhall never 
| ſhould be Matter of Comfort and Support 
lar Mus, in any outward Diſtreſs that may befal it; 
uld Danger that may threaten it; ſo ought it 
t W quicken our Faith and Confidence in our 
receWidreſſes to the Throne of Grace for the Safe- 
he Mind Preſervation of it. We can never put up 
mi Petitions with better Hopes of Succeſs, than 
ect en we know, that what we ask is not only 
eeable to God's Will, but expreſsly aſcertain d 
us by his moſt true Promiſe. | 

Let us therefore Conclude all, with offering 
Sto God our moſt fervent Prayers for the Con- 
uance and Increaſe of his Faith and true Re- 
Jon amongſt us, in the Words of our moſt ex- 
 Wient Liturgy, TI 


0 Lord, we beſeech thee, let thy Continual 
cleanſe and defend thy Church, and becauſe 
cannot continue in Safety without thy Suc- 
ur, preſerve it evermore by thy Help and 
vodneſs; that, thro thy Protection, it may be 
e from all Adverſities, and devoutly given to 
une thee in all Good Works, to the Glory of 
Name, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom 
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